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INTRODUCTION

In comparison to other European countries, the rate of ageing of the Slovenian population is above-average. Due to the needs of constant care
and everyday help 5% of Slovenians aged 65+ live in various care institutions. Additional 10% of the population who also need relatively high
amount of care live at home. Research of elderly people in EU has shown that close family members take care of 2/3 of elderly people
(European Commission, 1993 in Rener, 1997, p. 42). Despite the common belief that older people from Southern Europe prefer to be taken
care of by their family and older people from Northern Europe prefer formal services (OECD, 1992 in Salvage, 1995, p. 24) that kind of
generalization is incorrect. Numerous studies have shown that Europeans aren’t keen on living in institutions and are actually relatively hostile
to it (Jani-Le Bis, 1993 in Salvage, 1995, p. 24). Since Slovenia has been developing residences for the elderly but not other programs for
home care until the year 2000, following data on preferred type of care and fears in old age from our research The standpoints, needs and
potentials of Slovenian population aged 50+ are important.
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